Update from the Executive Director
Hello, Everyone,

NOVEMBER 2019

Not only am I somewhat
astonished that November is
already upon us, but I find it
even more startling that
Thanksgiving is right around
the corner. In recent days,
I’ve seen many friends and
colleagues posting lists of
things to be thankful for on
social media, so I thought I
would craft my own list of
things for which I am thankful
related to FALSC and the
libraries we serve:
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FALSC Wants
Your News!
We like to share news
about the libraries and
library staff of Florida’s
public colleges and
universities. Please email
us items! We would
appreciate information on
hires, promotions, awards,
presentations, library
initiatives, renovations,
building projects, and any
other items you'd like to
pass on.

Send in News

Elijah Scott,
FALSC Executive Director

At FALSC, the thing I’m
most thankful for, each
and every day, is our thoroughly dedicated and
exceptionally professional staff! I hope that many of you
reading this Update have at some time or another had the
opportunity to meet some of your FALSC colleagues in
person. When you do see them, please take a moment to
thank them for their diligent work on behalf of our libraries!
Please visit https://libraries.flvc.org/falsc-staff to see a
complete list of all FALSC staff. And, of course, FALSC is
fortunate to be a part of the Florida Virtual Campus, where
we’re fortunate to work and collaborate with our esteemed
FLVC colleagues.
I'm also thankful to work at an organization that provides an
incredible suite of resources and services to the libraries of
the 40 public colleges and universities of Florida. A full list
of our products and services is available on the FALSC
website at https://libraries.flvc.org/products-services. From
the perspective of someone who was a college student in
the pre-internet age, it’s pretty amazing to see just what
we’re able to do to get the right piece of information in the
hands of students, faculty, and staff across our state. Our
ILS and discovery tools, combined with a robust resource
sharing platform and courier service, allow users to search
and locate information with immediacy and efficiency that
simply would not have been possible a couple of decades
ago. Digital repositories provide access to content that was
previously restricted in special collections. Open Educational
Resources lower costs and increase success. The
incredible depth and breadth of content provided through
our e-resources platforms simply could not have existed
back in the days of print-only collections.
Perhaps most importantly, I’m deeply thankful to have the
opportunity to serve libraries, students, faculty, and staff at
the member institutions supported by FALSC! There’s a
complete list of all 40 institutions, along with more than 150
library locations, on the FALSC website at
https://libraries.flvc.org/supported-institutions. It is truly an
honor to work with the libraries at all of these institutions in
order to support and enhance the success of more than 1.3
million students.
As we approach Thanksgiving, I’m reminded to be thankful for our
profession. Although we’re in an era when higher education faces
many challenges, it’s important to remember that the work we do
has a positive impact on both each individual student and on our
society as a whole – and that’s something for which to be truly
thankful!

Find Us on
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GOVERNANCE & ADVISORY PROCESSES
To download materials from past MCLS and Executive
Committee meetings, go to FALSC.org.
The next MCLS Quarterly Meeting will be held December 5-6,
2019 at FLVC Tallahassee Offices. More details to come.
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Virtual Campus (FLVC) mailing
lists FLVC-LS-MEMBERSCOUNCIL and FLVC-LIBSALL, to FLVC staff, and to other

LIBRARY SUPPORT & TRAINING

interested subscribers. Find
past updates on FALSC.org.

The OpenAthens implementation is moving along as UCF has
hastened through some of the GoLive steps to get more of their
links changed – changing a plurality of the links on their A-Z list to
Athens prefixes. Usage of e-Resources via OpenAthens has
soared, with 10,627 user accounts established via an initial login
as of November 12. UCF also saw 7,080 unique platform
accessions over the weekend before Veterans Day occur via
OpenAthens. After some final resource allocations and
troubleshooting, we intend to begin the process of changing Aleph
links for UCF in the coming weeks to bring them fully live on
OpenAthens. Santa Fe, Saint Johns, and Broward are also
beginning to have resources allocated for OpenAthens while
PBSC and FSCJ have OpenAthens admin dashboards established
and are working on their vendor spreadsheets to get allocations
going.
BACK TO CONTENT

INTEGRATED LIBRARY SERVICES
Next-Generation Integrated Library ITN
The Negotiation Team created by UWF Procurement and FALSC
are currently in negotiations. Updates will continue to be posted on
the Integrated Library System ITN LibGuide.
We all continue to be under UWF Procurement’s Cone of
Silence until negotiations are complete.
BACK TO CONTENT

Library Projects and Services
On Oct 2nd, staff from Google, UF, FLARE, and FALSC met at UF
to discuss processes and logistics for the Google Books
Digitization Project which will launch in earnest next year.
FALSC staff continues to work with the participants of the Eastern
Academic Scholars Trust (EAST) Print Retention Project in
preparation to extract bibliographic and item data from Aleph to
support analysis of collections and identify retention candidates for
the project.
On Nov 4th a new comment/note box was added to the request
page in Mango for local hold requests. The note box is optional
and can be removed via Mango Admin. The note box can be used
to help support Local Request projects, or to collect comments.
Detailed information about it can be found on the Circulation
Libguide - Patron Note box on the Mango Request page.
A new fix routine is available to create summary holdings
statements for serials in Aleph. When running on a HOL record,
the fix routine creates an 863 field based on the item records
attached to the HOL record. The 863 fields will display in Mango
on the individual record view (see:
https://union.discover.flvc.org/permalink.jsp?00NF037010733).
The feature has been enabled for the University of North Florida,
but is available for all SUS and FCS institutions. Please contact
the FLVC help desk if you wish to have the fix routine enabled for
your institution.
The yearly print journal holdings data update was completed for
10 SUS libraries in mid-October to support
the RapidILL resource-sharing service based in Fort Collins,
Colorado and acquired by Ex Libris in June.
The Circulation Libguide, which gives a detailed explanation of
the basics of circulation, the various files in Aleph that make up
your circulation policies and how to view and understand them, is
available at http://falsc.libguides.com/circguide.
FALSC is pleased to announce a new UBorrow LibGuide and
can be found at https://falsc.libguides.com/c.php?g=975675. The
comprehensive guide includes information regarding the current
backend system, AlephILL. A list of topics include the History of
UBorrow, FCS & SUS ILL unit codes/names, Policies, Placing a
Recall, Renewals, Printing, Borrowing and Lending Statuses,
Archiving, Handling Closures, and Common Workflow errors.
Additional information will be added over time.

BACK TO CONTENT

Centralized Data Loads, Extracts, and Reports
Ad hoc reports for various institutions were prepared on:
All active course reserves and titles for each course
Holdings with ISBN numbers
Updated previously provided SQL to include from LDR field
Provided shelf lists customized for FileMaker import
Provided shelf lists in support of the EAST Collection
Analysis project, and also the SQL used to produce the
reports
Customized Payment by Budget ARROW report to make
Object Code a selectable, optional field
Modified C405 to produce a report of credit transactions
only
List of items whose holdings record call number contained a
particular subfield
List of items that had call numbers with a subfield k of 'INDX
TABL'
Holdings that contained a tag of 'NEW'
Ran a modified I016 with a lower price threshold
BACK TO CONTENT

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES
Statewide Collection 2020
The negotiation activities between FALSC and vendors are mostly
complete. We are waiting for several quotes for third-party
products that should be received during the month of October. We
were hoping to have these quotes by the end of September, but
there were some unforeseen delays. We are also in the process of
negotiating a few agreements associated with the statewide
collection: NewsBank, De Gruyter Research Now, and Lexis Nexis.
The E-Resources Unit will continue to collaborate with the CMESC
in refining collection assessment practices to assist with collection
decisions for 2021.
BACK TO CONTENT

Group Licensing 2020
We were able to provide quotes for round 1 during the week of
October 21st. We are currently waiting for more responses for
round 1 from our members before we reach out to our vendors.
We are hoping to have this phase completed by the end of next
week. If you need more time to review the round 1 quotes, please
let us know as soon as possible,
If you have any questions, please contact Amanda Yesilbas and
Leigh Mihlrad or the FLVC Help Desk.
BACK TO CONTENT

Consortia Manager
We touched base with our project lead at the Charleston
Conference last week and it seems that a sandbox instance will be
ready for us to review a little ahead of schedule. In fact, it will be
delivered almost two weeks before the Thanksgiving holiday! We
are still on track to complete this phase of the project. Beginning in
March, there will be another phase of the project that will include a
soft launch and training for members.
BACK TO CONTENT

November EZProxy Stanza Updates
Europa
NBC Learn
Wolters Kluwer
WorldCat Discovery
BACK TO CONTENT

DIGITAL SERVICES and OER
Digital Collections and Archives Index:
The Florida Open Academic Library is ready to launch live!
Take a peek at the new site at: https://openlib.flvc.org/

Recommendations
1. Good EAD - Sunset service
2. ETD Server - Sunset server and move services into FL-

Islandora
We will ask MCLS representatives to vote on these
recommendations, approved by DISC, during the December
meeting. Please note that we are currently reviewing feedback on
the Citation Server and hope to provide more information soon.

Collecting OER Review Standards
Submit your requirement for an open-access textbook or
OER at https://falsc.libguides.com/openfl

Collaborate
FALSC has a new collaboration channel for digital services
representatives. Anyone interested in digital services for
the State of Florida can share your experiences, ask for
advice/examples, etc. Join us
at https://listserv.flvc.org/ Digital-Ecosystem.

Notice
DS + OER Unit full update will be provided at the December
MCLS meeting, join virtually if you can.
BACK TO CONTENT

Contact Details
Florida Academic Library Services Cooperative
1753 W. Paul Dirac Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32310
5830 N.W. 39th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32606
877-506-2210 (toll-free)
FALSC.org

Need help? Have a question?
Contact the Help Desk:
1-877-506-2210 (toll free) or help@flvc.org
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